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T WAS 1n March, 1920 that the firat

steps to organize a playground feature

tor The American Legion were institut-

ed. and, by odd co-incidence, it was
Philadelphis, rich in historie interest, that
the initial steps were taken,

To Jogeph W. Breen, a veferan of two
wars and then an officer of the Breen-Me-
Cracken Post No. 207, belongs the distine-
tion of conceiving the -iden.

The American Leglon had been success-
tully launched and had progressed through
the various stages from the Paris confer-
ence, the St Louls caucus and the Minne-
apoliz convention -

Many Legionnaires entertained an 1idea
that there should be some sort of a play-
ground adjunet to The American Legion,
and there were many 1deas as to the way
thiz playground feature should be orygan-
1zed.

Fifteen members of the Breen-MeCrack-
en Post in Philadelnhia joined with Major
Breen, who Had heen an Engineer Officer
during the World Wax, in getting La So-
elete started

Beme @ Legionnaire and peing a good
ona, was a serwpus matter 1n those early
days of The American Legion, and still
is. Behind “The Society of the Forty Men
and Eight Horses” was the thoughi thai
good Legionnaires needed an opporiunity
to “blow off steam’ in full good humor,
when sertous things could be forgoiten for
the moment.

Breen and his little crew sold thewr idea
in Philadelphia; The familiar “box car” of
French railways, with its mstant appeal to
the risibilities of every ex-service man wWho
had ridden 1n one, and to all the others
-who had not and constantly regretted if,
was made the background for all the “work”
of the sorlety. F .

Members of the 40 and 8 were to be
Frnown as “Voyageurs Militaire,” or mili-
tary travelers The candidates were to bear
the designation “Prisonniers de Guerre” or
in more expressive English “Poor Goofs”
The initiation ceremony was to be sigged
by a *“Wrecking Crew

Officers were to be designated by terms
uged about tne raiiroad stations in France
‘The chiet executive was to he the “Chef de
Chemin de Fer” or literally the chief of the
road of iron. The “Chet de Gare.” meaning
wtation master was to head “Voitures Lo-

> cales” or neighborhood ears. The “Chef de
Train’’ was to be the assistant te this pre-
reding functionary, and so down through
an elaborate series of officials

Arn underslung tab, to be worn heneath
the button oi The American Legion bear-
g upon a blue background the numerals
4% and B was devised as the every day
badge of membership. A more elaborate
medal bearng an impression of an exag-
gerated box car with a horse gazing at &
soldier standing outside, and sospended on
a ribbon of the fanuliar “horizon blue” of
the French poilu’s unitonn was for cere-
momms. And fur “uniform” .was adapted
she Chapesn of the French soldier, with
bioe pizmg on ity edge denoting member-
ship; red piping sigmfyirg office in a Voi-
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Years of 1

Paul J.
MeGahan,
Premier
Higtorien

National,

Rogardez, Monsi et Mada pecially
Madame! Voila the one and only Premier
Officier National of La Societe atill 1n active
service: The name? 1t is Paul J. McGuhan,
Hrstorien Natonial of La Boclete, Premier
and Preeent, author of the Rise and Fall of
the Forty and Eight. Beau Gallant of the
Legion, greeter of foreign celebrities and
wearer of a privately ewned morning coai.

If Paul McGahan needs mny further clamms
to distinction he has them, don’t think he
hasn't! His briet histories of La Bociete has
held every Promenade Nationale spell-bound
for hours. He has been Adjutent, Finance
Officer, Publicity Officer and Commander of
the Dictrict of Columbia Depariment. He has
pat 1 the angust councils of the Natiomal
Executive Committee. He has been a delegate
to every National Convention since 1922. He
hap been = First Lieutenant m the Army
of the United States of America. This man
=-~what has he not done?

Well, thers is one thing he has not done
whiech many less dashing Veyageurs have
achieved He has never beem married. Look-
mg at the photograph this is hard to believe
but it i1s meverthelomws true, After all these
years and all these conventions McGahan
remaine the deapair of the Auxiliary. He hag
contributed aid, advice, council comfort to
the Auxibary, but new members---zero. In
private life he is the Washmgton corres-
pondent of a venerable Philadelphia news-
paper.

ture Locale, silver piping signifying sdice
n the Grande Voiture, which corresponds
to the Department organization in The
American Legion, and gold piplag for the
National officers.

A temporary ritual based on the com-
mon experiences of soldiey, sailor and mar-
ine was devised, so that the wrecking erews
would have something to use in developing
a funmaking and interesting initiation
ceremony

In June of 1920, the second annual Con-
vention of the Departinent of Pennsylvania
was heild at Allentown, Pa And the little
gronp ot “Hommeys” as they had then
come to be called, attended and launched
their organization on a broader scale. An
organization “Promenade’” was called on
the final night of The American Legion con-
vention and after a volunieer “wrecking
¢rew” had inducted several score of prom-
ment Pennnsylvanis Legionunaires, a per-
manent organization was perfected,

Josexh W. Breen, the founder, was the
unanimons choice for Chef de Chemin de
Fer; P L. McGea of Scranton, Pa., was
chogen Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer, Dr
Starley M. Rinehart of Pittsburgh, Com.
migsaire Intendant, or National Treasurer;
Dr. Howard 8. Vail of Seranton, Corres.
pondent National, or Secretary; Edward §
Glavis of Philadelphia, Conductenr, or Mas.
ter of Ceremonies; Dr. W. R. Andress of
Philadelphia, and Sheriff MeCloskey and
Thomas W. Price of Scranton as Chems:
nots, or National Directors, Richard ¥
Walsh of Scranton and Wilham L. Chara

and Frank G. Massey of Philadelphia, g T
Gardes des Prisonnier, or the degiee team;}§ of
Martin Olson of Philadelplia andé Joseph™ difh<
L. Gomes of Huntington, Pa, Gardes and
la Porte, or Sergeant-at-Arms - J| the
A week laler in the armory of the Stai take
Fencibles mm Philadelphia, an initiation way thre
held followed by a business meeting. At thy )
session Paul J. Mefiahan, ther of Philade] " the"
phia and later of Washmngton, D. C.. wsl lem.
elected Historien National. 1921
This meeting also ratified the desienatild al o
of E. 8. Glavis as Correspondent National bre:
and Dr. Vail was named as the Conducteul ds %
National ant

The designation by Chef de Chenun o
Per Breen of a group of other officers v
also ratified by thix session, e

These officers included. E. J Rankm #

Philadelphia as Sous Conducteur Natiomall 1
Rev. Joseph L. N, Wolfe of Philadelphia st
Aumonier National, o1 National Chaplanis Brw
James F'. Ryan and Joseph Petron of Philk ;::

delpha as Guardez Fremn, o1 members @
the degree team: J. Wilhs Rommell &
Philadelphia ag Comis Voyageur, ox piof
erly man, W. T. Connor of Philadelphii
as Lampiste, or a member of the degml

team; Samuel G. Stonch and David Rahillll 1=
of Philadelphia and W. E. Zimmerman # A
Norristown, Ps., as Gardes aux Chevaills =0
or addiiional members of the degree teil o
and George W. Ellis of Scranton, Pa. ihn
Avocat National. Nal

So well had the idea taken hold in Perii gy
svlvania that the original officers decid® | o
to carry the orgamization to the Clevelaif
Convention of The Ameriean Legion in LIS ooy
Fall of 1920 Omne group of hardy Vij L|
ageurs chartered a box car and made Ll Y
journey across Pennsylvania and Ohio TifE
ing in style 1n that humble conveyaRi¥E | o
This stent attracted nation wide attemdChE o5

At the Cleveland Convention of T oy
American Legion a Promenade Nationg! 1
was held and so0 successful were the WEIE of
bership workers that more than 700 Leglos i,
naires from all parts of the United Statfis yiy
became “Hommeys” tha

This convention re-elected in mass *

then existing Nationaul officers and auilel
ized the organization of units in every st
In the meantime Frank T. Bacon and
Taeffner of Philadelphia had been cho®
as sous correzpohdants national ° b
There had been some digeussion of se@s
ing formal recognition from The Nationis iy,
Convention of The Amerwcan Legion 18 fuy
Cleveland for La Societe as the playgroni ™ i
organization of the Legion But po defini®
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4s Told By PAUL J. McGAHAN

" g A brief history
of La Societe
(les 40 Hommes )
Et 8 Chevaux

Story of Small Beginning in Philadelphia to Present
Stature, One of Inspiring Force—W idening Path of
Service Prophesied in Recounting of Progress.

i

action was taken on thiz and the national
oficers refurned East io promote the work

. of building up La Bociete.

Then began a period of upset in the ranks
nt the national officers. Co-operation was
Aificalt to achieve. But despite inefficiency
snd inefectual efforts to restore harmony,
the 1dea behind La Societe continued to
take loid and the work of orgamszation

i throughout the country advanced

On December 18th, 1920, in Philadelphia
the national officers met to discuss the prob-
lem They did not get faxr On Januvary 22nd,

1921, another meeting was held and nation-

sl officers found 1t impossble to heal the
breach that had been created beiween Chet
de Chemin de Fer Breen and Correspond-
All the records were

+3 the possession. of Glaviz and Dr. Rine-

‘rt, the Commissaire Intendant National,
reatened to resign because he believed
he 'was not bemng entirely advised of the
financial aftairs of Ghe organization.

On June 25 1921, Chef de Chemin de Fer
Breen preierved formal charges against
Correspondant National Glavis, before a
meeilng of the National officers, who torm-
ed the membership of the Cheminots Na-

| twomal ox National Executive Committee,

which believed that 1t had authonity to
functlon between Promenades Nationales.

M M Stern of Cleveland, Qhto, a mem-
ber of Voiture No 11, who represenied the

- “Homumeys”’ of Ohio, Michigan, Iowa, Ill-

Inois and Mississippl, appeared to voice the
tequest of the newly nrgamzed voitures 1n
the middle West and the West thai the
National officers straighten out ihe tangle
He made 2 further appeal that this be dome
befors the approaching Natienal Conven-
f1an of The American Legion and the See-

" 91d Promenade of La Societe seheduled to

be held at Kansas City.

Correspondant Glavis assumed the posi-
tion that he was respousible to the mem-
bers of the society and not to itz officers
and insisted that the matter be finally
settled at Kansas City

K was untortunate that at this stage

- of the development of La Societe™thé only

officer in possession of the addresses of
the officers of the various Voitures Locales
that had heen organized was the Corres-
Pondant National Glavis. He made a pre-
xentation of the situation as he viewed it
o these officers, but the other National
:icers were unabie to veach these men
v th an expression of their views.

The result of this was that when the
delogates from the various Voitures reached
ansas Gity on QOctober 81, 1921, it was
Iound that there were 143 voitures locales
In thirty-one states and the Department

~

of Panama, with eleven grandes voitures
or state organizations.

It 15 to the everlasting credit of the belief
of 1ty members 1 La Soclete that they re-
soried to extreme methods at Kansas City
to perpetuate 1t. There was pending before
the National Convention of The American
Legion several resolutions urging thai body
to officially designate one or the other of
several organizations as The American
Legion playground One of these involved
La Sociere. ]

The sessions of the Promenade Nationale,
or national convention of the Hommeys
were held in a motion pieture theatre after
midnight, so that they would noi inter-
irre with the regular woik ot the Ameri.
can Legion convention As a sumplhification
of the situation the delegates declared all
national offices vacant

Edward J. Eivers. then Department Ad-
jutant of the Oregon Department of The
American Leglon, who hails from Portland,
was chogen as temporary chairman of the
meetings Erplanations were made in all
directions and committees appointed to
straighten out the affairs of La Soclete.

The sessions were wvigorous But they
were direet And the work of the delegates
was hearcened when the announcement was
made chat The American Legion in Na-
i1onal Convention assembled had adopted a
resolution formally proclaiming La Societe
des 40 Hommes et 8 Chevau: as its official
pvlayground auxiliary:

E. T Eivers of Portland, who had acted
as temporary chalrman was unanmously
elecied Chef de Chemin de Fer D1 8 M.
Pinehari, who had been the Gommigsaire
Intendant National, was unanimocusly re-
tuined to that post, being the only one of
the former national officers to be elected
to any post.

One action of the convention however
was to officially designate for all time the
original officers as “Premiex” or first. The
succeeding officers, upon their retirement
became “Past” officers. But the founders
and organizers were accorded the distine-
tion of having their labors rewarded with
a special designation

C. E. Cronkite of Los Angeles; Charles,

G. Barth of New York; Harry M. Clark’

of Towa and George Dobson of Passaie, N.
J, were elected Sous Chefs de Chemin de
fer.

Milton D. Campbell of Qhio was chosen
Conducteur National; Willigm L. Hanley of
Michigan named as Historien National and
Leo Kelly of Minnesots and Jack R C
Cann of Michigan elected us Gardes de lu
Porte.

_ H, E, MacDonald of Seattle, Washing-

"percent Leglonnalres,

ton, was appomtied Correspondant National
and the national headquarters of La Societe
were established in Seattle, Washington.

The constitution adopted by the Kansas
City promenade, and the official actions ot
the delegates at the convention there, plac-
ed La Societe des Quaranie Hommes et
Huit Chevaur in the right path for prog-
ress

Valued service to the American Legion
1s the prereymsite for membership in La
Societe It 1s fundamentally a plavground
designed to furmish relaxation for hard
workers within the Tegion ranks, and as
it was the feeling of the delegates to the
Kansas City Convention, who without a dis-
senting vote adopted the resolution sane-
tioning the 40 and 8 on that ground princi-
pally, ita efforts since that time have been
to provide fun and frolic

It is nut without its sevious side however
Its preamble is as inspiring as the famous
one of The American Legion It wets forth
that the cbjects are

“For God and Country, to uphold and
defend the Constitition ot the United
States of Ameriea ard the American
Legion; to be loyal members of the Ameri-
ean Legion and at all times ioc sirive and
promote its principles and advance ite wel-
fare; to be present at all memorial services
for departed comrades whenever posgible,
to hold Memorial Day sarred to the mewmn-
ory of our departed comrades and to parti-
cipate in a proper observance of thig vet-
eran’s day and of Armistice Day, as estab-
lished by the American Legion, to hold
dear the memories of our dayu in the Army.
Navy and Marine Corps and to never for-
get a ‘buddy.’ ™

Chef de Chemir de Fer Eivers and his
associates began the work of developing La
Societe with great vigor. In February, 1922,
they sounded ihe slegan “La Soclete has
one prime mission and that is to back up
and boost The American Legion This must
never be lost sight of’’ The policy was
adopted that membership 1 La Societe
should be restricted to men —ho are 100
who had already
rendered service and ware going to contimune

‘to be active 1 their American Legion work

In the year that followed the Kansas
City convenilon a total of 286 voitures were
chartered and the membership of La So-
ciete 1n September, 1922, stcod at 18,306.
The firsc month of this peried only two
new voltures were formed. In the final
month fifty-si- were chartered.

Iowa led the roster of states in member-
ship and Delaware stuod at the foot of the
ladder with a ringle amall voiture

The Third annual Promenade Nationale

P TR
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was held at New Orleans October 16 to 20
inclugive in conjunction with the 1922 con-

vention of The American Legion. The ses-.

sions were held in the morning and the
Legion session= 1 the afternoon.

- New Orleans had taken on 1ts Mardi Gras
air for the conventions, And everywhere
the chapeaux of the “Hommey’ was in
evidence. In the parade a hig box ecar ap-
peared. And at an imtation eeremony sev-
eral hundred members were taken in. One
of the erack wrecking crews irom Cinein-
nati, Voiture No 29, staged the event.

This was a true business convenilon for

the 40 and 8. And out of 1l came what 1
destined fto be one of 1tz most important
works Provision was made for a “Children’s
Weltare Fund” to be raised by an annual
agsessment of ffty cents and to be used
in caring for the orphaned children of
World War Veterans.
" Tt was reported at thizs Promenade that
on Oetober 1, 1922, there were 426 Voitures
Locales and Grandes Voitures 1n 32 states,
with nine others having a sufficient number
of Voiriuvxes to permit the organization of
Grandes Voitures. At that time La Societe
had representation in every state of the
Union excepting Kentucky, New Meaico and
South Carolina. Voitures had been charter-
ed in Panama and mm Honolulu.

On the final day Chef de Chemin de Fer
was unanimoeusly re-elected after J. ;. Grif-
fin of New York who had been nmominated
withdrew af the conclusion of the roll eall.

There were eight candidates placed in
nomination for the office of Sous Chef de
C"hemin de Fer. . B, Cronkite of California
was re-elected to fill one place. Dx S M.
Rinehati, originally of Pittsburgh, Pa., but
then of Washington, D. C., who had been
the only one of the original national officers
retained at Xansas City and who had been
functioning as Commissaire Intendant Na-
tional, wss also elected a Sous Chef de
Chemir de Fer. Robert H Jamison of Ohio
and John Stiles of Minnesota were the other
two successful candidates ior the office of
Sous Chet de Chemun de Fer

George Dobson of New Jersey, who had
been one oi the Sous Chefs foxr the preced-
ing year, was unanimously elected Com-
missaire Intendant for the yesr 1922-28

Milton D. Campbell of Ohiv. who had
beer Conductenr National, easily defeated
tww opponents ior ve-election to that office

Paul J MeGahan of the District of Col-
umbia, who had been the Premier Historien
National, was unanimously re-elected to
that peaition, succeeding William L Hanley
of Michigan, who had isken the place at
Kansas Dity, when the original National
officers &xcepting Dr. Rinchart had been
dropped
. W D Flinn of Gahfornia and C. W Reed
of Illineois were elected Gardes de la Forte
Nationaux.

A resolution of sympathy and a message
of greeting wae addressed bv the conven-

tlon to the retiring Historien National Wil-'
ham L. Hanley, who was ill at his home:

in Michigan.

The final business of the New Orleans
Promenade was significant of the real pur-
pose of the 40 and 8,

The Reselutlons comnittee presenied a
supplementary report which was adopted
providing for the appeintment by each
Grande Chef de GGare of one man from his
state o be under the eontrol of one of the
Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer to assist in
preserving order at future national con-
ventions of The American Legion. These

‘men are to pay partienlar attention to

weeding out undesirable non-ex-service men
whe are attracted by seeh conventions and
whose actionz tend to bring diseredit on
ex-service men generally

Immediately after the Promenade the
Cheminots Nationaux decided to retain Na-
tional Headquarters in Seattle. Washing-
ton, for the ensming year ai leasi, though
there was a move to bring the headguarters
to Indianapolis, where the national head-
quartets of The Ameriecan Legion are lo-
cated,

* H. E. MacDonald was re-appointed as
Correspondant National, . W. Ardery of
Seattle. who had been funcfioning as As-
sistant Correspondant National was ap-
poinited to that postion. and & F Chadwick
was named as Avocat National.

Chef de Chemin de Fer Fivers, who had
1 the final months of his first term visited
many sections of the Umited States, made
during the early months of 1928 a swing
around the couniry, congulting with leading
Legiwnnaires and giving impetus to the de-
velopment of La Soclete. .

Membership m the organizetion had by
this {ime come te¢ be eagerly sought by
Legionnaires and in all parts of the coun-
trv in a few months after the New Urleans
Promenade, voitures locales could be iound
No state was withont at least one umit

There was so much interest in the play-
ground organuzation of The American
Legion that endorsement had been sought

and obtained at the New Orleans Promen- - plans for

ade for the Orgamization of La Boutique
Nationale des 8 Chapeaux et 40 Femmes
This 1 a playeround organization for the
women in the American Legion znd of the
American Legion Auxihary similar in char-
acter and objects to I.a Societe, but 1t 15 m
no sense an auxiliarv in the generally ac-
cepted meaning of the ierm.

As the cull to the Fourth Promenade
Nationale at San Francisco in Qctober, 1928,
was issued, it was reported that there were
almost 600 Veitures Loeales throughout the
United Statex, with a corresponding in-
crease 1 membership.

The year following the New Orleans
Promenade was a most active one for La
Societe.- More than 5,000 members had been
added to its rolls and at the San Francisco
Promenade, the fourth national one in the
higtory of the organization, voltures locales
were reported for every state 1n the Union.
all the termfories and in Panama. More
than 200 Voitures Locales were chartered
and only eight staies were without Grande
Vortures,

It was indicated by the Promenade at
New Orleans that Voitures Lecales should
observe strictly the membership ehgibility
clause of the Comsiatution, getting quality
instead of quantity, and thus the steady
growth of the body indicated that the best
m The American Legion membership was
muking up the membership in the Forty
and Eight -~

The adoption of the resolution on Orphan
Children’s Weltare by the New Orleans
Promenade unguestionably was a great step
forward by La Bociete. The asgessment of
members for that purpose met with enthusi-
astic response and the committee appointed
maintained elose contact with The American
Legion which had begum to congider the
problem also.

Having a membership "s0ld” on The
American Legion, had been demonsirated
that in addition to fernishing comradeship
and amusement for its own personnel, La

L]
Societe’s untts had been quick to create?
enthusiasm in the American Legion and:
assist posts and Departments in every o~y .4,
of therr endeavors to-build up the pax
organization, : f
San Francisco welecomed the Forty and
EBight 28 enthusiastically as it did The.
Ametican Legion, And there again the play-
ground organization demonstrated its seri-
ons sile by co-cperating with the local
police authorities i their efforts to protect
Legionnaires, visitors, and remdents, from:
the imevitable rift raff that follows great
conventions

The period from October ib io 19, 1623,
will live Jong in the memory of those for-
tunate “Hommevs” who attended the Fourth
annual Promenade They agaimn revised the
constituiion to meet La Societe's needs, and
they added to the wonders of the rtual
30 that the imitiation ceremony becamai
more mspiring to the “Poor Guoots” and
amusing to the watching Voyageurs

The smoek of the French peasant was
added to the regaha of a Voyageur and the
borizon Dhiue Chapeau was more evident
among the attending Legionnaires. Numer.
ou: organizations appeared In character.
1stie French uniforms, which attracted at-
iention to the antivities of L.a Suelete, and
rekindled those kindly teelings which have
always animated the true American for the
French people who have always been his
coantry’s ally.

At this Promenade La Societe merged ity
the Children’s Welfare -worl
more closely with the activities of Tha
American Legion which was developing 1t
Orphan billei program. National Headqua'
ters of Ia Societe were ordered moved |
Indianapolis, to beceme the next docj
neighbor of The American Legion and th
American .egion Auniliary., which ha
their National Headguarters there.

Thie was the first five day convention of
The American Legion and the sessions of
La Societe were keld tn the afternoons, Na-
twnal Commander Alvin Owsley went A
W. 0. L. from an mportant Legion tunetioi
to attend the evemng session at which i
large class was imtiated amad a tvpically’
French atmosphere

Thete was keen cuntest for the various
offices in La 3ociete at this Promenadn
Nationale and nomerous catcuses were held.

Robert John Murphv of Nora Springs
Towa, emearged triumphant ag the Chet di
Chemin de Fer The Sous Chefs de Chemin
de Fer elected were George F. Plant ol
Wisconsin, B- W. Hatch of New York, G
V. Hays of Arizona and F E. Barker of
Kansas, George Dobson of New Jersey wall
Te-elected Commissaire Intendant Nationall
G W. Reed of Illinois was elected Con-
ducteur Natienal, Ralph Page of Missourl
and Glenn R. Wilson of Michigan were
chogen as the Gardes de 1z Porie Nattonaux

Paul J. M¢Gahan of the Digirict of Col-
umbia, who had just been elected Depart-
ment Commander of the District of Colum-
bia Department of The American Legion,
and who'was the Premier Historien Na-
tional was unanimously re-elected Historien
National, thus becoming the only one of
the orginal National officers of La Seciete
to remain in its official family. C

H. E. MacDonald who had been the Co:
respondant National during the two pre.
vious years was sueceeded br Lyle D, Tabor, '||
Department Adjuiant of Michigan. (harles
W. Ardery of Washington was continued a8
Auditer National aud 3. P. Gonmy of North

{Coniinued on page 16)
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Ten Years of Promenading
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Dakota was designated as the Avocat Na-
tional

A few months later National Headquar-
ters nf La Socciete were removed from
Geatile to Indianapolis, and the fifth year
of La Socleie was well under way. Later
I.a Soviete loaned National Correspondant
Tabor to the Children’s Welfare Committee
of The Amercan Legion and Anuditor Na-
tiohal Ardery assumed those duties as well.

On January 1, 1924, the merqhership of
La Societe for 1928 wasa found to be 24,436,
with 668 Voitures Locales organmized The
acenmulated Children's Weltaze Fund
amounted to $12,486.565 which was invested
in United States Securities and being held
for future use. - i

John R. Qunn, the National Commander
oi The American Legion for this period,
was an enthusiastic “Hommey” and con-
stanily found means to employ the membhers
and ufficers of La Societe to the advantage
of the Legion and its works. It was in this
respect that the year was notable m that
throughout the land there developed a elos-
er co-operatior between La Societe and the
Legion, and there are Post and Department
oficecs of The American Legion who will
ever hold m grateful memory the services
of the “Hommeys” during this pericd.

As time for the Fifth annnal Promenade
Nationale at St, Paul in September, 1924,
drew hear, the survey indicated that La
Soclete was having a steady growth On
August 31, 1924, the membership stood at
25284 as aganst 24,457 for 1923. During
the year five Grandes Voitures had been
organized and there were but three states
in the Union that did not have Grandes
Voitures, namely, Rhode Island, Delaware
and South Carolina. One hundred and ten
Voitares Locales had been orgamed, s0
that there were 647 Voitures Locales
throughout the United States that were
alive and tunctioming :

On September 21, 1924, the Children’s
Walfare Fund of La Societe totalled
$24 82891, safely invested and being held
for the real work that was looming large
upon the horizun as 2 consequence of the
activities of The American Legion and La
Socrete and the American Legion Auxihary
during the year that had passed since the
San Francsco meetings

At the San Francisco
had been 769 delegates and an equal num-
ber of alternates accredited to the Promen-
ade Nationale. At St. Paul the number of
delegates was 818, demonstrating the ateady
growth of La Societe and the tact that its
sexsions were increasing in lmportance.

Once again the sessions of The American
Tegion convention were held ir the morning
and La Societe held its Promenades 1n the
afterncon. And once again the merbers
of La Soclete demonstrated theit willing-
ness to work for The American Legion and
its development. Again the police were help-
ed in eliminating roughness and disorder,
and the affairs of La Societe were digscussed
{from every angle. )

There were furtlier amendments to the
Constitution of La Societe to protest it and
its officers. And for the third timé, amend-
ments were adopted whieh 1t 15 thought
settled for all time the guestion of Grande
Vouture status for the District of Columbia,
Mexico, the territories, Cenada and foreign
countries. The first atep in this direction

Promerade there

had been taken at New Orleans, when the
case of the District of Columbia had been
considered. At San Francisco it had been
tackled agaih with a desire to grant Grande
Voiture atatus te peculiaxly situated terri-
tories and foreign lands And at St Paul
the task was cumpleted, demonstrating the
wholehearied sincerity of the Horameys
that their vrganization should have equal
privileges for all

It was at this Promenade that La Societe
became a full pariner with The American
Legion and the American Legior Auvziliary
in the Child Weltare program. The thou-
sands of dollars being held by La Societe
were safepuarded for another vear but the
three orgamzations agreed to appoint a
yommt committee which shall czxrry on the
work, which ‘was first realized by La So-
clete’s members and towards which they
inaugurated the program that 1= destined
to be of such helpfulness

Here. too. the Foriv and Eight contrib-
uted to the wpicturesque features of the
preat triple convention which brought
thonsands of former aervice men and
women and thexr famihes to St Paul for
the conventions, Everywhere the blue
chapeau was in evnidence, and the typical
French smoek, and the smari French uni-
form so remimiscent of the War fime And
everywhere the “Hommey” was the lite ot
the party

The reports submitted at the Promenade
Nationale at St. Panl showed that there
had been a genuine business administiation
of the affairs of Le Societe during the
year, and Chef de Chemin de Fer Murphy
proved a positive genius imn presiding over
the gessions And as always there was keen
interest in the annual elections, foxr while
La Societe is the Playground of The Amen-
can Legion, 1t 15 a workshop of its own
activities, and that undercnrrent of seri-
ougness ig well applied when 1t 15 necessary
to call upon 1t. .

George Dobson of Passaic, New Jersey,
who had held various offices and who had
been the Watchdog of the Treasury during
the preceding months was elected Chef de
Chemin de Fer, the selection being made
unanimous when John A. MecCormick, a
Past National Vice Commander of The
Legion and hoider of other distinguished
offices who had been nominated, withdrew
and moved that the selection of Dobson
be made unanimous

Stanley M. Doyle of Montana, Robert B
Turner of Miasouri, Milt D. Campbell of
Ohio and E. “Snapper’ Ingram of Cah-
fornia were chosen as the Sous Chef de
Chemin de Fer Milt Campbell had previ
ougly been Conducteur National

N. Car! Nielson ot Washington was
chosen as Commissaire Intendant National
Edward & Kornmarn of Maryland and J G.
Allard of Nevada were elected Gardes de
la Porte Nationaux Marcus L. Evans of
Nebraska was chosen as Conducteur Na-
tional

Paul J. MeGshan, the Premier Historien
National, who had just been elected to the
National Ezxecutive Committee of The
American Legion, to represent the Depart-
ment of the District of Colambia, was re-
elected National Historien by aecclamation
for the fourth term, and retained the dis-
tinction of being again the only original
national officer of La Societe to be on aciive
duty

Charles W. Ardery of Washington, 1en-
tified with the orgamization 1n varioua
capacities for the previous three years was

selected as Correspondant:. National. Charl-
ton Lyons of Louisiana was chosen as the
Avoeat National. b

National Commander John R. Quinn o
The American Legion addressed the Prom-&
enade paying tribute to the services render-
ed by the members of La Societe, and there
were brief addresses by Premier Chef de
Chemin de Fer Joseph W. Breen of Phila-
delphia, the founder of La Societe and Chef
de Chemin de Fer Passe Edward J. Eivers
of Washington, who with Chef de Chemun
de Fer Passe Murphy, are the onlv pasi
commanders of La Societe "

James A Dramn, a charter member of
Vuiture Locale 174, the Grande Voiture tor
the District of Columbia, who was elected
National Commander of The Americanf
Legion at St. Paul, addressed one of hi
first messoges to La Societe expressing his|
appreciation of its services i the past and
urging the support of all members for the
work that lies ahead of the Amerieay
Legion 1n the tuture

Omaha, Nebraska, from Octchexr 5 to &
1925 was the scene of the Sixth Proimenadis
Nationmale. And it feund La Societe witlh
a membership of 28,040 un September 15
1925, as agamst 266088 for the entire cal
endar year of 1924 And compared with thes
8138 delegates accredited to the St Paul
session there were 881 ]

The year closing had really been an
eventful one in the affairs of the organ
ization. For one thing it was solvent amil
withent debts, And in the Child Weltajg
Fund there was a total of $4i,201.12 f
which $26,000 had heen turned over to if
Amenican Legion for Child Weltare Work

It was in this period that The Americy
Legiou nationally carried on 1ty five millx
dollar endowment campaign Under tj
leadership of “Hommeys' very substantill
asristance was given this campaign through
out the country And the actual eash turid
ed over to finance the Child Weltare piy
gram—the sum being $25,000—-enabled ff
Legion to get started on 1tc progyem lo%
before it would otherwise be able o hatg
done.

Increased membershiy fur The Americl
Legion was not neglected by the
meys” durng this year eithei, for chevréll
awards were made which established thiE
through the efforts of members of La (08
clete upwards of 10,000 new members il
been obtained for the American Legiil
throughont the countxy !

In July of thai yesr Voitare Natlond
moved 1nto its quarters in the new buildl u
of the Indiana War Memorisal where natiill
al headquarters of The American Leg'wh
its Auxiiary and the Forty and Eight 8
permanently located |

At the Omaha Promeuade one of il
pleasing features was the preseniaton
Premier Chef de Chemin de Fer Joseph M
Breen of the gold medal indicating ¥
office. This wus done by Chef de Chenid
de Fer George Debson !

Once again the Forty and Eight distliis
guished itself in assisting the police to cles
up Towdyism and gambling in the conveH
tion eity. Attracted by the triple conven® n)
1 progress the rag tag and riff raff of -Gl
middle West had come 1n and vice ﬂourish!; :

A provost guard was comsiituted in &
cordance with the policy laid down at &
New Orleans Promenade. Even Rev Em
Clemens, the then National Chaplain &%
the Legn accompanied the raiders to 2
cord “benefit of clergy.” The first night ¥
raids cleaned up crooked dice games 35

(4

1
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' other rowdyism and by the second night
Em police had been nided in cleal:ung- up
I =g eity in & very substantial fashion.

* jput the efforts of the national officers

J members of La Societe to co-operate
“with the American Legion, even at admitted
:d-zrtment to the progress of theu: own ar-
| ganbzatron, were apprecisted was impressed
‘wpun the delegates to the promenade by
patimine National Commander James A,
i «j peHeve 1o the Forty and Eight and I
ars prepayed to believe 1n iE up to tl}e point
‘where I receive evidence of incapacity.” he
amrd. 7 believe that time will never come.
1 wish ¢ good fortune in your orgamiza-
Son”™ :
¥3 Chef de Chemin de Fer Dobson had the
“glans for the promenads well outlined and
+t9 Ymuiness sessions moved with speed and
wreigion, Numerous reports were consider-
:g spd 12 the main the considered proposals
were sdopied. Voyageur Willlard of Mon.
tans, one of the original framers of the
vitual st New Orleans was again present
ane some modifications in this were approv-
ol

Seanfey M. (Larry) Doyle from Glendive,

Montana, who had been a Sous Chef de
fhemin de Fer, and who had‘ headed up
the Provost detail wae the unammous cholce
of the Promenade for Chef de Chemin de
Far, when the electlons came about

The fous de Ghemn de Fer elected in-
#luded E “Snapper” Ingram of California;

8 C.Crockett of Alabama: Harry J. Hihek
of Minnesota, Willlam Maloney of Indiana,
Fhaties A Mills of Florida and Thomas
_Almer of Oklahama.

‘N. Ca1l Nielson of Seattle, Washington,
was re-clected without oppomtion and
uvnammouslty as Commissaire - Intendant
National, And Virgil Bald. of Philadelphia
wus chosen as the Conducteur Natwmzl €,
A. Abrshanmison of Nebrasks and Joseph
“Brr Bhim” Flannery of Philadeipnia were
electad Gardes de la Porte Nationaux.

The constitution had been amended to
provide officially for an Aumonier or chap-

lam. Thers were two candidates, Rev. Ezra :

Clemeng,sthe 1etiring National Chaplain of
the Amex:l\:an Legion. who hails from Michi-
gan, ind Rev. Eugene Clark of Texas. Boik
ware grandfathers. The promenade decrded

upnn & happy imove. It reconsidered the 5
smendment to the constitution and woted |

An amendment providing for two shaplains
ind elected both. Jokn P Conmy uvf North
Rakoia was appointed Avocat National
Paut J MeGahan, the Premier Historien
National. the oniy one of the vriginal offi-
2ers of L.z Soetete, was renominated by Chef
e Chemin de Fer Dobson and unanimously
tlected. This broke the tie for length of

active service as a national officer between

Pobson who had held various offices and
MeGahan, fo1 Dobson retired tu a hifa barth
A% & member of the. Cheminots Nationaux.

Charles W Ardery of Washington, who
145 been serving as Correspondant National,
*as reappomited to that office, having previ-
waly served as Anditor National for sev-
‘ral years.

The Seventh Promenade Nationale, which
egan on Qctober 1i, 1926, in Philadelphia,
#as a homecoming for ILa Societe, for the

ttle intant organization started in March,
‘920, within the confines of the Breen.
MeCracken Post 1n the Quaker City, re-
nrned a triumphant and lusty spirited
tody, thoronghly representative of the en-
ire United States and agpregating a mem-
rership of 82,449 at the moment. And this

represented an inerease over the final fig-
ures for 19256 which were 31,437 Eighty-
two new Voitures had heen chartered duy-
ing the preceding year.

Philadelphia had a gala aspect for the
annual American Legion convention, for
there was being held the Sesqui-Centennial
Exposition to observe the one hundredth
and fiftieth anniversary of the Independ-
ence of the TUnited States. Hundreds of
thousands of Legionnaires and their friends
poured into the eity. And the “Hommeys”
stood out. :

Here the Forty and Eight were borm.
Here 1t got its start. Here was the first
Voiture Locale And here was the first
Grande Voiture. And here to receive the
Vorageurs was Premier Chef de Chemin

‘de Fer Breen.

In two ways, the Forty and Eight in the
year preceding had demonstrated its worth
and value to The American Legion. One
was by much needed financial suppori to
the Child Welfare Work. And the other was
by an intensive campaign fur new mem-
bers. National Commander John R Mec-
Quigg, a Voyageur, had immediately upon
taking office assigned to La Societe the task
of aiding in getting new members.

Not less than 17,000 new members for
1925 are directly attributable to the work
of industricus “Hommeys.” For award bars
for their badges showing that Fortvr and
Eight members had secured seven or mora
new members each wera awarded and there
never had been a defimte report on how
many additional new members were obtain-
ed by members of the organization who
did not apply for barg

The bronze statue of a “Hommey” 1n full
regalia, the work of. Grand Conducteur
Fredetick Victor Guinzberg of Chappaqua,
New York, went to the Grande Voiture of
Ohio, which added 8,078 new members. The
Illinois Grande Voiture recruited 2,627

And Voyagenr William ¢ Mundt of Voi-
ture 24 of Bloomington, Illinois, with a
total of 609 new members, won the indi-
vidual prize. probably hanging up a2 Legion

. recrutting record that will stand for all
fimes.

At the time of the promenade, the Chid
Welfare Fund of La Societe stood at $35,000
invested in Liberty Bonds and a total of
%25,000 had been terned over tn the Na-
tional Treasurer of The American Legion
for the 1925 Child Weltare budget And

once again the financial report showed La .

Societe 1 a pound financial condition.

The membership of The American Legion.
for the first time at a national convention,
stood at a figure in excess of the previous
year’s membership, as did that of La So-
ciete

The Foriy and Eight »eturned to iis
birthplace to be signallr honored. Its mem-
bers were in evidence 10 every direction,
There was real pride in being able to elaim
an affiliation on the part of Legionmaires.
High officials of the city and state and the
parent body attended the annual banquet
And 1n the promenade the delegates went
about the serious business of laying down
the policy of La Societe for the ensuing
year with a sincerity and earnestness that
was remarkable

It was evident that the tr1al pericd of the
Forty and Eight bad been passed through
From swaddling cluthes mio the erawling
stage the infant had emerged not a strip-
ling to be tolerated and pampered, but a
sturdy right arm supporting the parent
body, The American Legion, and the Ameri-

can Legion Amxiliary and the Eight and
Forty, in a fashion that won and hald re-
gpect.

“I want to congratulate you on the suc-
cessful year that you have had,” he gard
“l want to thank you beyond any words
I know of to express the way I feel, for
the support and cooperation that You have
given uws throughout the year. You have
been a tower of strength to the Legion in
our national campaign for the inerease of
our membership.” :

And that the campaign of the Forty and
Eight—begun at New Orleans—to keep the
national convention pericds orderly was
having its effect was then indicated by Na-
twonal Commandex McQuigg

“The Forty and Eight have a tremendous
field of opportunity,” he declared. “You are
more than the playground of the Legion,
You attract to your numbers the vitlle man-
hood of the nation and of the Legion I
have been all over this town today. I am
more than pleased at what I see. It 15 a
change; it is a metamorphosis thai I little
expected, and I was thrilled. T drove along
the streets, and have seen the good time
that they all apparently are having, and ¥
have yet the fArsi act to see today or Iast
might that I eould 1n any way condemn

“I want to say to you men of the Foriy
and Eight that when this convention 1s over
the great public of this city and siate and
nation may say that, regardless of anvthing
that we have heard or read abomt in the
past, the convention in Philadelphiz was as
clean and orderly as any convention that
ever assembled within its bounds.

“*You men can exercise a tremendous
influence in bringing that about, and I am
here to say that you are doing 1t in a quiei
way, There wae nothing happened during
my tarm of office thai gives me go much
satisfaetion as to come here todav and
make these expressions to you, You are
demonstrating whait a power you are in
the Legion and the good that you can do
towards enabling 1t to fill the great fuiure
which we hope iz before us ™

For this homecoming promenade there
were 1n attendance and acerediied to the
sesylons 1056 delegates and an equal num-
ber nt alternates. Tnis was 800 more than
the entire national merabership 1n 1920

And 1t was here that the Premier His-
torten National presented the following re-
port which 1z micluded at this point because
of its adoption bv the promenade

“My comrades of the Seventh Promenade
Nationale, as the sole survivor of vour
original national officers, and one of the
founders of our organization, -which had
1ts beginning here 1n Fhiladelphia 1n 1920.
I am more than glad to appear hefare you
and extend my greetings

“Our constitution defines the functions
of my humble office aa follows ‘“The His-
torien National shall eollect for permanent
preservation. matters of interest of La Sg-
ciete and submit to the Promenade Na-
tionale a history of La Societe durmg his
term.’

“At the San Francisco promenade 1in
1924 1t was my privilege to present to you
a brief history of Ia Soclete from 1820
up to that time That lLttle historr was
published by le Quartier General de la
Voirture Nationale and 1s preserved to pos-
terity. For our archives 1it, together with
the report submitted by me to you last year
ut Omaha, and this report now: being pre-
sented, together with those of vour His-
torien National to follow through the years,




Page eightesn

Tur Forty aND EIGHTER THE

JOSEPH W. BREEN
The Founder of the Forty and Eight and Premier Chef de Chemin de Fer.

will keep your histery ap to the poini that
15 desired

“Higiory 1s retrospect The annual tre-
ports of your officers give you the facts for
the period between your promenades, and,
due to the intelligent manner 1n which your
national headguarters have heen conducted,
tha filer there very adequately preserve
jor the student of the future the records
of Forty and Eight activities.

“It 15 not golng to be my purpose today
to long detain you from real business of
this eur Seventh Annual gathering. Some
ot these days it 1 my belief that your na-
tional - headquarters will want something
axtengive and comprehensive prepared from
those records and my brief hisiorical con-
tribution is in the way of an inciusive his-
tory. That time, In my judgment, i1s not yet
at hand because we are in our mnfancy

“That real Mmstory, when it 13 compiled,
will and should be 2 rather ambitious ef-
fort, and if 1 am not here to compile it,
the writing man who succeeds me n my
office will find the facis weadily available.

“The ‘Brief History’ to which I have pre-
viously alluded can well be the first section
of that future work, for additions can be
made to it to cover the story of the per-
sonnel of our officers and their activities for
each yeur.

“RBut at this time, 1 am going to launech

what is regarded as an essential portion of
the great history of our society That por-
tion will deal with the story of the helpful
effect its existence has had upon The Ateri-
can Legion itself. It will tell, as best I can
make it tell, how many of the things that
The American Legion has already accom-
plished and will accomphsh in ‘the future,
had thefr inception in our ranks, and have

had theiwr success in the past to a very

considersble degree hecause of our service
in “that direction. -.:

#Y,a Societe ‘was conceived tn be of heip
to The American Legion. It has proven
itself in the years of 1ts existence. And the
good fellowship of ite members, otttimes
criticized by the unthinking, enabled it to
make 1ts first great contiibution to the
development of The American Legion

“Those who engaged in orgamzing The
American Legion in 1919 know the very
great rivalry and cowpetition that exasted
between the various Posts of the Legion
and the regrettable bitterness that was
found in many places to exist between the
workers in the variows Posts.

“Jt was in the formation of L.a Societe
that the melting pot for the Legion eame
into bemg. Just as these United States of
ours receive and absorb peoples from all
the world and make them one people, so did
the Forty and Eight become the medium

whereby all Legionnaires of accomplish- ments,
ment and leadership, regardless of their and %
Post afiliation, might come together in . ~-You hs
light spirit and under the cloak of jo]ll{[ YEani
and humor discover that the other felld: embe
was a pretty good sort of a fellow at that; “AL

a fellow who was just as earnest and sin- gemon
cere, a fellow who, while proud of his own  Eight
Post, was willing to accept that pride on Legion
the part of another Legionnaire. marvel

“That first year the voitures of La So. campa
ciete functioned only locally, but they fune- work |
tioned, and if study is made of the develop-  ously
ment of the various Departments of The and t¥
American Legion the fact is unescapable abled'
that in those states where the local uniks of Tk
of the Forty and Eight were formed early ducted
the Legion organization in those states amd. bad bt
the Legion membership in those states bears organ
the severest serutiny and emerges showing El{ﬂ'ét

cen

a better record.

urphe Cleveland Promenade can best h.f‘ Tt
charged off to advertising. It brought tf that

Legion leaders assembled tnere the pictury of an
of the Hommey 1n action. And so well dudl Eighi
the idea of La Societe take hold that thy Orc¥
reorganization that took place at our ows ;}‘d .
Kansas City promenade was inevitable. t"“}:ly
“The weltare and progress of The Amenél ‘; the
can Legion has always been uppermost 3 .‘I’J:‘-—’m
the mind of the true Hommey, and it was 3 e ,f_ L
realization . that this could be fostergl . . o
through the perpetuation of La Socwetl . ..
that made it possible to make ouv Eansa i oTnai
City meeting the turning pont in our a: ing it

fairs. It wae at Kansas City that we sa iy
our iaces forward and our Progress In tm r

Eaire:
darection bearing the 1deals and the messagi m::g
of The American Legion, has, ever gini

been zteady and progressive

#Ogr Promenade Nationale the followin of T
year at New Orleans was notable for twf  prowe
things. The first was thal it was the Foril five
and Fight that first sensed the tremendml  ways
obligation of former service men to ti nuiss
orphan children of our comrades of it Jad
World War. The American Legion had ml  situs
yet reached a point where it could be effel ATy
tive in' that direction. But La Sociel Eagh
despite its econsistent fun-making al welf;
levity, reasoned it out and’ inaugurated 1n &k
tund by per capita assessment to prepal mem
to eare for orphans. And when The Ame vy
can Legion later instituted its billet systel  man,
for orphans and then carried on s gre eren:
endowment drive, it was the orphans ol e
of La Societe which was turned over to If0 e
io give the work the auspieious start thif  went
it needed. fxce

“The second contribmiion to the welfall. ¥res
of The Americar. Legion made by La 54 "
ciete at its New Orleans promenade was & tioh
frank discussion and 2 plan of action & T
cope with the rowdyism that had unforl mor
nately matred the Kansas City conventish  fthe
of The American Legion. Volunteers Irt ]
La Societe did much at New Orleans to cleft 3t
the streets of the hangers on and camp iol: #%n
lowers who were bringing the reputahll e
veteran into disrepute. ey

“At San Francisco, the next annual mees q ;.
ing place, there were outstanding eviden E}’i&
of the smecess of the Forty and Eight d f::

2 helpful influence for the sctivities of Th
American Legion. And at St. Paul, whet
the two organizations again met, the €
tiring national commander, John R. Qulf
of California, paid a sincere and whole!
heerted tribute to the Forty and Eight £
an organization that ‘has proven its righl - ity
to exist’ And again he said—'In everd oy
movement indeed whieh the Legion has Wi gy
dertaken, through its Posts, its Depart
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merits, or its national organizativn, the 40
and 8 has rendered conspicuous gervice.
-¥ou have helped to maintamn mterest in the
yEanization.
jembership; you have fostered morale’

wAt the 1925 Promenade in Omahe it was’
demonstrated anew that the Forty and
Eight had been helpful to The American
Legion, for in the months preceding that
marvelous fve million dollar endowment
campalgn to finance through the future the
work of carmg for the orphans, first ser-
ously approached by the Forty and Eight,
and the rehabilitation work among our dis-
abled comrades, always the firsi objective
of The American Legion, had been con-
dueted. It was then nearly complete. It
had held the attention of the entire Legion
organuzation, and everywhere the Forty and
Eight membetship had been active and eff-
cient and had won praise.

a7t was at the Omaha convention aiso
that The American Legion took cogmizance
of anothetr suggestion from the Forty and
Eighi. Omr own organization at New
Orleans had recognized that there was room
and need 101 a feminine counterpart of the
Forty and Eight and had given recognition
to the Fight and Forty, an organization for
play and work purpoeses, to which women
Legionnanes and members of The Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary only were eligible. In
the mtervening time that organization had
been developed and The American Legion
joned with the Forty and Fight by aceord-
ing it recognition as a playground adjunct

“At Omaha, too, the Voyageurs Mili-
taires, finding that certain elements of
\fuwdvtsm on the part of the rag tag and
'Lob t.-al_l of any great convention gathering
ae wringing disrepute upon the fair name
of The American Legion, organized into a
provost marshal euard that did most effee
ttve work in ridding the highways and by-
ways of the petty gamblers and general
huisances. And 1t did more than that, for
it lard definite plans to cope with a posmible
'slt§a'tlon of that kind here in Philadelphia

“In the year just closing the Forty and
Erglt has made another contribution to the
welfare of The American Legion. This was

in the form of almost twenty thousand new
members, 7

“Tha Legion year under National Com-
mand.er MeQuigg has been one aimed at -
creusing the membership. For the first
ime m recent years, both The American
Legion and La Societe mét in annual con-
Vgntlon with the paid-up"membershlp in
¢xcess of what it was at the close of the
Preceding ealendar year.

“The increase in Legion membership na-
.tJfonally by figures put out by the National
Treasurer stands at approximately 75,000
more than the snal figure for 1925, and
the record of bar awards by the national
heaflquarters of the Forty and Eight shows
that better than one-quarter of this new
Membership was recruited for the varioug
Posts throughout the United States by hard
Wo‘rklng Forty and Eighters

‘Membership increase was the call to
duty during the year and onve again the
Forty and Fight accepted its assignment
f'l‘olm the Legion and has made good.

~ “and also for the first time at a prome-
Llﬂde nationale, the membership of La So-
tlete is larger than at the end of the calen-
“dar year preceding.

“Consequently, as you meet here in this
city of Brotherly Love where, in 1920, your
organization was inaugurated by a little
group of men, and you realize that there

You have helped it sustamn -

VOYAGEUR 0. I.. BODENHAMER

National Commander of The American Legion

are now almost 38,000 members throughout
the United States, you have every reason to
be proud of you: achievements
«] know that as one of the original offi-
cers T am most happy to be here and o
have had the privilege of presenting to you
ip the discharge of my duties 28 your His-
torien National thie addition to the Brief
History, to which I hope there will be writ-
ten in the future many bright pages
PAUL T McGAHAN,
Premier Higtorien National”

Charles A. Mills of Miami, Florida, was
elected as Chef de Chemin de Fer, having
just concluded a term as Sous Chet de
Chemin de Fer

The Sous Chefs elected imcluded Spence
8. Eceles of T.ogan, Utah; Pelham St
George Bissell of New York (ity; Anthony
Squillacioti of Boston, Mass.; Dr. David
Townsend, National Sanitorium, Tennessee;
Frank W. Kee of Chicago and Harry J.
Hinek of Minneapolis.

Sherrill €. “Fish” Crockett of Mont-
gomery. Alsbama, was elected as Conduc-
teur National.

Harry E. Cochran of Elkhart, Indiana,
and Dr. J. Iredell Wyckeff of Merchants-
ville, N. J, were elected as Gardes de la
Porte Nationaux.

Rev. Father E, I. Gracey of Lakewood,

Member Voiture 209, Eldorado, Ark.

Ohio, was elected as Aumomer National

Sedley Peck of Pari, France, who had
come to the convention bearing the greet-
ings of the Legionnaires and Hommeys of
France, whither the mexi anvmal conven-
tions were hound, was chosen as Drapeau
National

Pau) J. McGahan of Washingion, who had
just been re-elected to his second two-year
term as the Legion National Executive
Committeeman irom the Districi of Colum-
bia, and who was the only one of the orig-
inal national officers remaining 1n active
service, wax re-elected as Premer Haistorien
National .

N. Carl Nielsen, who had been Commis-
gaire Intendant National, who hailed from
Seattle, Washington, was unanimously Te-
elected to that mmporiant office

And Charles W. Ardery, once of the Far
Wast, but for the recent period from India-
napolis, and who had been servieing so
devotedly, was promptly reappointed as
the Correspondant National and enthusiag-
tacally confirmed

Johr. P Conmy ot Fargo, North Dakota,
who had been serving as Avoeat National,
was reappointed.

And with this new set of officers and the
home-coming promenade belind them, the
members of the Forty and Eight squared off
to meet the problems of the future and to
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plan for the pilgrimage to France that was
- to be made in the fall of 1927

Inspired doubtless by the manifesiations
of interest that marked the Philadelphia
home-coming promenade, the members of La
Societe set out to make the year 1926-27 an
outstanding cme.

Effort wae continued in the national
membership campaign of The American
Legion, and when the Paris promenade
rolled around 1t was established that up-
wards of 12,000 new memberg for the Leg-
ton had been obiained. The Grande Voi-
ture oi Illinois won the trophy for this
work, and the individual cup went to Wil-
ham “Bill” Mundt of Voiture 24, Blooming-
ton, Illinois, who obtained a membership of
729. Another trophy offered in connection
with membeiship was won by the Grande
Voiture of Virgimia.

The Chef de Chemir de Fer, Charles A,
Mills, made it a policy to work 1n the
clog=gt co-operation with National Com-
mander Howard P, Savage of The American
Legion,-and Mrs Adalin W Macanley, the
National President of The American Leg-
1on Auxiliary, and Mrs. Freda 8. Kramer,
La Chapeau National, La Botique des Huit
Chapeaux et Quarrante Femmes.

Direct and substantial aid was given bv
La Societe to the home aid ior children
wnrk phase of The American Legion's na-
tional child weifare relief work and during
the year more than $17,680.00 was expended
in that fashiop ., Here again the far-
aighted policy vf the Forty and Eight m
connection with the child weliare problem,
which it was first to visnalize. proved its
worth

During the year. La Soclete 1tself made
notable gains. At the Paris promenade, the
membership stood at 84,901 as against
30,699 at the time of the Philadelpha

NPT

slightly in excess of the final figures of
membership for the calendar yesr of 1926,
there was a general improvement in the
goality of membership. Only four states
remained in which there were no grandes
voitnres organized and twenty-six grandes
voitures reported increages in their mem-
berships

The revival of inactive voliures was
marked during tins year, and the substan-
tial work thai Voyageurs Militaires did for
The Ameriean Legion throughoeut the coun-
try was pronounced

Outstanding 1n this fleld was the poster
contest instituted and arranged under the
auspices of Voiture 220 of Chieago, Illi-
nois. Starting 1mmocently with a remark
by Burton Harrington, a member, who was
also 1dentified with the National Cutdoor
Advertising Corporation, and with a prize
award of $i500 posted by the voiture, a
poster contest was inaugurated. Distin-
gnished artisis contributed posters and a
distinguifhed jury hesded by -General John
J Pershing, the A. E. F Commander,—who
had been “wrecked” and had become 2 mem-
ber of Voitnre 174 of the District of Colum-
b1a during the year—finally made the award
to & young artist by the name of Mitchell.
And on top of that arrangements were
made whereby advertisming billboard space
worth at least 2 million and a guarter dol-
lars was made available to The American
Legion nationally for the display of the
prize winning poster in the 1828 membex-
ship campalgh

But the Forty and Eight did not stop
with these three worthy efforts. It ar-
ranged to defray the expenses of a special-
1y organized Forty and Eight band, largely
from Greenville, Ohio, to be taken to the
Paris convention

And, what is more, at the request of the

Legion, 1t arranged for the raising of ay
orphans fund to be turned over to Madame;
Foch, the wife of the great Fremch Gen .
eralissimo, during the week of the con¥el

tion, This fund totalled $5,000 and wi
$1,000 Taised by The American Legion
Auxiliary was given to Madame Foch for
her wonderfu] work among the orphep
children of France's immortal war dead.
The chapean of the Forty and Eightey
was everywhere in evidence during the
France pilgrimage. The Hommey provej
once again that his serious moments arg
genuine, Thke France pilgrimage was ony
of reverence to the American dead amg
their allied compatriots lying buried in thg}
country I
As an imperishable token of the admirg_l
tion of his American companions In arms
there 1= today in the Arc de Triomphe 5
Paris, a bronze wreath from La Socieis dg
Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux, whid |
was reverentially placed upon the Tom‘j;
L

of the Unknown of France,

The Paris promenade was staged in {
Hotel du Palals d'Orsay, famous 'n Pa
and to it more than 1100 members of thi
organization were accredited as delegais
Its sessions were businesslike and efficie
And the annual banquet with the ladies
the Eight and Forty in attendance was o
of the high spots of the memorable wei
spent in Paris by the Legionnaires.

There had been sonmie misgivings about
activities in France of the Foriy and Eu
Itz typical breezy play upon names
use of French railroad job designations !
its oficers—the chapean, the smock and £
other reminiscent teatures of the more sel
ous davs of the American Soldier in Fr
in 1917 and 1918, had caused many io
lieve that perhaps 1t would be betiex if 1
Forty and Eight did not emphasize

promenade, And while this figure was onlv  National Commander of The American plesence in the French capital.
#Ew
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How's thiz for a resl box car and a bunch of real Voyageurs?
having been built by Voiture 604, Waukegan, Illinois, this year
The total onzt of the car waa approximately $200.00, which included the truck, lumber,

one-half ton Ford truck with extension chassis.
and carpenter work. FPaint and other incid

The

were donat

[

car 1 one of the newest additions to the Forty and Eight rolling
It was construcied from blue prints furnished by Voiture Nationale on a_ one

hardw

The cup held by the Voyageur in the cénter was presented to the Waukevan Legion Post for membership showing durin ast in :
the Voyageurs of 504 won practically ali of the honors. Chef de Gare M. Talcott, on the extreme left of the nphots;. wasgmt:; l:'nnn y::h 78 N

Legion members to hiy credit.
Voiture 604 Juring the past year has i

d ita b

ship from 33 to 117, making it ihe second largest Voiture in Illinois.
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2z scrong had ithose miaglvings- beep that
there wis a eonsiderable reduction in the
rrograme of activities. But,—and then of
~rvzwe it was too late to make the hecessary
srungements—the French welcomed the
Ef;my.' with that same wonderful cordi-
niit;‘ that thay welcomed I:he.entu-e group
of thoncands of visiting Ameru_:ans, 50 that
the borison blue chapeau speedily became 3
lindeen of spectal distinetion. 4

- And ther: in Paris La Societe again re-
eydved from a National Commander of The
Asurena Legion an endorsement that was
salohenrted and sincers and_‘eqcouragmg
tw thowe members who believe ih its useful-
@En te the patent body,

Watiius} Commande: Howard P Savage,
th swiaimed of Europe st the moment,
f4e o & promenade session and called La
Aocgta “nn organized activity.for the bet-
i tooment of The American Legion.”

‘ »¢ pave braveled this yvear in forty-one
sictew” he said, “and have covered afty-five
sboorand miles, and evarywhere have I
fonnd the members of the Fortv elmd Eight
:'g.wiing and fighting ‘for the things that
'ﬂn American  Legion siands for, and if
s> other reason exigted for the existence
of te Forty and Eight than the help it has
given The Amencan Lasgion in solving one
grapt vloblem that is now hefore us, and
“which 12 growing greater all the time, that
one mgason would be sufhcient, 1n my hum-
bla judgment, to justify the ‘existence of
the Forty and Eight.

*“Tha big problem shead of the Legion,
one that I cannot give the answer to 1s the
problem of the child and the arphan, a prob-
Taia ‘hat 15 growing so fast and so large
Pat I do not know the ultimate answer as

% how we will handle it. But I do want to
“ay ihat 0o high a valze cannot be placed
mpon the help that vou fellows have given
thiz gesr in svery way, including almost
£20,000 ziven to the national organization,
thut we might keep faith with and keep
sur pledge to those numbers of little moth-
eri who are Aghting to keep their broods
topeiher somewhere in this great land of
darse. And I say that if for no other reason
than that, the help that you gave in that
Earticular problem, vour existence is juati-
#ed, and I say that no value too high ean be
placed upon vour help.”

Bere again the constitution of La So-
Plat® was amonded tor the purpose of
Hghtening up the membership restrictions

insuring that the highest typs of
onnaire only should be honored with
Bumbership.  Here voo it was reported that
tha finances of the organization were in
splendid eondition ang that its funds for
lef work had been most advantagecusly

Hsposed of
. Pelham g¢ George Bissell of New York

¥, who had been one of the Sous Chefy

f, Chemn de Fer, was unanimously elected
‘bef de Chemin de Fer, and it was during
‘o period when he had been presiding that
- tablegram arrived, announcing the death
4 Chef de Chemiy, de Fer Pusse Robert J
farphy of Nora Springs, Towa, the first of

® national executiyes to answer the final
eveille.

The Sous Chers de Chemin de Fer elacted

1eluded Staftord King of St. Paul, Minne-

Ma, Frank J Merriek of Cleveland, Ohin;

ester P Albert of Boise, Idaho; Dr,

harle: T Gilden of Philadelphia, Pa.; J.

oneld Sullhivan of Waterbury, Conn.; and

ilham § Parks, of Baird, Texas

N Carl Nielsen of Gig Harbor, Washing-

A, was re-elected for another term as

Commissaire Intendant National. as was
John P. Conmy of Fargo, N. D., who had
been serving as Avocat National.

Rev. William 8. Carpenter of Marshall,
Michigan, was elected ag Aumonier Na-
tional and R. P. O'Reilly of Chicago, Illi-
nois, was chosen as Drapeau National,

The Gardes de Ia Porte elected were A.
Vernon Hall of Covington, Kentucky, and
Martin G. Lyford of Philadelphia, Pa.

Paul J. MeGahan of Washington, D. C.,
the Premier Historien National, was again
re-elected.

Lawrence J. Lemieux of Vicksburg, Mis-
sisipp1, was chosen as the Conducteur Na-
tional. .

Chavles W Ardery of Indianapolis, the
Correspundant N ational, who had been pre-
sented with a special gold medal for his
distinguished service in Various capacities,
Wwas again re-appointed.

There was a ratification meeting held in
New York City n October and the events
of the Paris promenade formelly approved.
And thus the ninth year of La Societe was
begun.

It was at San Antonio, Texas, October
8 to 12, 1928, that the Ninth Promenada
Nationale was held The voitures were
vepreserted by more than 1100 delegates,
which bespoke the growth of the organi-
Zation,

Chef de Chemin de Fer Pelham St George
Bissell of New York had worked during
the year with National Commander Edward
E. Spafford, Partrcularly from the view-
point of encouraging the recruiting of
Legion members by Voyageurs Militaire,

Natioral Commander Spafford was pre-
vented from attending a session of the
Promenade, but his tribute to ihe services
of the Forty and Eight was paid in the
corrse oi his annual report made in Ameri-
ean Legton convention. Hera Commander
Spafford declared:

The Forty and Eight has worked in
harmony with all Legion endeavors and
has given splendid cnoperation and assist-
ance. Substantial aid was vendered the
¢hild weitare program For up to Septem-

Who said General Pershing never rode in & box car? He may have traveled
by fest antomobile in France but when he went into Voiture Lucale 174 in
Waskington, D. C., on July 15, 1917, he traveled by box tar over a very

rough piece of track. The initiation was

Crew of Voitare Na. 1, of Philadelphia, and no details wer, omitted. The

oblhigation was administered by Charies A. Mills, of Miami, Flg., then
Chef de Chemin de Fer.

ber 1, the Forty and Eight expended for
direct home zid and reliei £11.060 in addi-
tion to $2,500, which was sent to the De-
partment of Louisiansa on the recomnmenda-
tion and request of the N. ational Child Wel-
fare Committee #o continue the Boup
kitchen program for the benefit of 1,900
school children in three devastated counties.

“Valuable assistance was alsg rendered
in the membership work of The American
Legion and in the Junior baseball DProgram
and other Americanism activities,

“I know that I will be expressing your

pondant Charles W Ardery

Chef de Chemin de Fer Bigsel] awarded
at this convention the gold and silver med-
als to voFageurs for then work in re.
cruiting new American Legion members, A
total of 16,667 gyuch members were ceztified
to the Correspondant National as having
been obtained, mere than 125 voyageurs
winning silver medals and twenty-six re-
coving gold medals for having recruited
In ezcess of 100 new membhers

In thig membpership recrmiting campaign
the Grand Voiture of Texas earried Premier
honors, its members having recruited a
total of 2546 new nembers during the year

The 1ndividua] brize was won by Voy-
ageur Dr. William H, Grigg of San An-
tonio Voiture Locale No, 542, his total be-
ing 333 new membery

Voyageur William C. “Bill” Mundt of
Voiture Locale 24, Grand Voiture of 1lhnoi:
was the runney up mn this contest with
478 new Legion members to his credit

It was reported that fAuring the vear the
Forty and Eight had continued its Child
Welfare wmk throuch the GChild Welfare
Division of The American Legion, contrih-
uting to this cange during the year the sam
of §16,444.00. In addition, n acrordance
with the mandate of the Paris Promenade,
LaSociete presented $1,000 to the Shrine
Hospital at Chicago 1n appreciation of
tacilities extended to raippled children of
voterans at its request

d by the ¢ Wrecking
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One Grande Voiture was established dur-
ing the vear, that for Hawaii and forty-zix
voliures locale were instituted throughout
the country to augment the number already
In existence And at the meeting of the
Cheminot Nationaux following a Grande
Voliture charter was 1ssued for Delaware.

La Societe during 1928 went through
another period of depression Its “official
family” fell into dispute over proceduie
which, however, by the termination of the
San Antonio Promenade Nationale had been
brought to a conclusion that restored
equanimity and peace

For the first tiwe since 1922, however.
1t was 1eported that membership in La
Societe had decreased durimg the vear. Thai
decrease was only slight, less than 200 as
a matter of fact. and Avgust 31, 1928 saw
the ergamization with a membership of
34,944 as agamst 35,130 the same daie the
year previous

Voloure 220 of Cook County, Ilimois.
xinmer of the Mills Trophy ior having per-
tormed ithe greatest service o the Ameri-
can Leglon, with 1ts poster advertising
campaign the rear betore, again won that
trophy at San Antonie, 1t was the activity
t_)i thig volture—the “largest mn the world,
its officers claimed bv reason oi 1ts 760
members—ior disabled and convalescent
¥ eterzns at a camp 1t maintamed, that won
it this second award?’

During this yea:r also forwsrd sieps were
taken 1 the matter of endowing the Amen-
can Legion School Award in various pars
ot the conntry, the idea having been pro-
tected as a Forty and Fight endeavor

Again corrections 1n the constituiion and
the regulations of La Soclete were per-
fectad by the delegates 1n agtendance and
with the election of the new oficers and
thenr mstallation, the promenade nationale
was brought to & eclose.

Jobhn P. “Chicl. Conmy of Fargo, North
Dakota. where he had been & prime mover
in organizing La Societe and had held nu-
merous offices, and who for several years
had been the Avocat National, was elected
Chef de Chemin de Fer

The Sous Chefs de Chemin de Fer elected
mcluded: Oak H. Albee of Iewa, Charles
E Perry of Maine, Evereti B. Johnson of
Arizona, Wilham L. Doolan, Jr., of Ken-
tucky; George E. Love of O1egon and Frauk
A. Haae ot Georgia.

 Commisgaire Intendanrt National N Carl
Neilsen of Washington was again unanim-
ously re-elected

This is the Champion Band of the 40 and 5. Voiture 410, Kenosl;ll, Wis.. is proud of it. They’ll be looking for high honors at Boston
this year

E. “Snapper” Ingram of California, who
had been # Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer
was elected Conducteur National

Peul J. McGehan of the Dnstrict of Co-
lumbia, the Premier Higtorien National,
who had just been re-clected to his third
two year term as American Legion Na-
tional Executive Committeeman from his
Department was also re-elected.

The Gardes de la Porte Nationaux elected
were Bext L. Faison of Arkansas and Ray
Ruane of Missourl.

Rew Father Joseph Lonergar of Illinois,
Past National Chaplain of the Ameriean
Legivn was elected Aumonier N.:tlonal

Alvin E. Liles of Ohio Wwas elected
Drapeau National

At this promenade natiomale Master
Bates Russell the Grande Fetiche, or mascot
of the CGrandes Voitures of Texas and
Arkansas ‘was unanimously selected Fetiche
National for the year 1928-29
- ‘Por 1is tenth year, La Societe had out-
Uned es ite work a five Told program—
membezship, child welfare, jnmior haseball,
Americanism and emergency relief. The
national officers of the Forty and Eight
choten at San Antonio immediately fell 1n
behind National Commander, Voyageur
Paul V. McNutt in his program for the
vear.

Here again was an instance of an ap-
preciation of the ability of La Societe to
serve the Legion which was understood and
appreciated by the National Commander of
the parent body. Assuming his duties, Na-
tional Commander McNutt addressed the
following general message to Tis fellow
Vovageurs Militaire

“Much of the success of the mnational
program of The American Legion in the
past has been due to the untiring efforts
and the splendid cooperation of La Societe
des 40 Hommes et 8 Chevaux. The na-
tional orpanization of the Forty and Eight,
its ndividual members and voitures locaux,
have always stood ready to aid the Legion
in all 1ts activities. Fhe splendid contribu-
ilon to +he work of the Legion has been,
and will continue to be, a source of great
inspiration to those who are charged with
the responsibility of carrying out the Leg-
10n's program

“In taking over the cifice of National
Commandar of the Legion for the coming
year. I recognize and accept the high re-
spongibilities that go with 't This Leglon
of ours 1s composed of men and women who
gave their best eifurts to our flag in time

i

of war. They are now trying to carry
those same service ideals into the lives ofg of
sl citizens. We have the greatest servies' im
organization in the world. To us is p ¢
gsented an unbounded opportunity Pl ] i
patriotic accomplishments., This year is -4
particularly a year of opportunity.. The, €T
Legion has been growing in membership; 43
and in enthusiasm. Now we are better:
prepared than ever before, if we continuel tic
that strength "and individual interest, w an
march forward and attain the high purpuseg;'ﬁ. wi
t0 which our organization has been dedi. co
cated, In the rehabilitation of disabled of
veterans, 1 child welfare work, in Amery.
camem and 1n its many other actrvities, the %
Legion will advance 1ts program of sezvme',!? he
and make the year one of the most suc
- : . w
cessful in Legion history. Tv
“The asxistance given by the Forty and o
Eight in the past in child welfare work. uy
emergency relief, in Junio Baseball and 1

other Legion endeavors, has been of ineg c
timable value to our organization. In mang rr-
instances the Forty and Eight has n e
only contributed to the ruccess of the Leg ;';
ion program by leadership, but hy the ey !
couragement of other Legionnaires, posi ;‘:
and departments on to further effort. |
has made generous financial contributions §
Legion projects. The Legion gtarts on u ®
work for the coming year confident thaiz 2!
can attain every objective with thiz con L
tinued support of each member of tk &
splendid Societe des 40 Hommes et % L
Chevaux.” bad
When the annual conference of Depary ™
ment Commanders and "Department Adjit ™

tants was held at Indianapolis in Decen ¥
ber, 1928, Charles Ardery, the Correspu {
dani National was one of the priner
speakers. Because il so strikingly sumn
rizes the manner in which La Societe o
the period of years had been carrying on|
child welfare rclief work, it is pertin
that his address on that occasion Should
preserved. Voyageur Ardery said:

“On Qctober 17, 1922, there came ouh
the Promenade Nationale of the Forty i
Eight, a resolution providing for a ‘Ch|
ren’s Welfare Fund’ to be raised by an
nual assessment of fifty cents and to
uged in ecaring for the orphaned or se
orphaned children of the World War Vet
ans.

“Tg Mig. Donald Macrea, Jr., Depa
ment President of The American Legl
Auxiliary for 1922, the Forty and Eif
gratefuily acknowledges thanks for the il
and to then Sous Chef de Chemin de I
Harry M. Clark. formerly of Iowa. bui 1

R

- el e e R e A PN 1 B



EOLRES e WAL A maLwAr  m—an A A LU

Poage twenty-three

to cam .
i i redit most be given for foster-
:t lives of cr:::jai:c:e:sfully backing the resclution
b i!:erv!] “T:ic h, in my humble o}:ninion, was and 1s
nity % & ol:ltatanding accompl_lSh{ﬂent of La So-
vear _sate and marks the beginning of the pres-
ity. ent Child Welfare Program of The Ameri-
3 Legion.
ibﬁ?tjl “:The resolution provided that ths eollec-
contig tion of the assessment of fifty cents per
erest, apnum from each member of La Societe
purp;; was to commence on January 1, 1923, and
2en dedl " poptinue until otherwise ordered by vote
disabli of 5 Promenade Nationale,
n lAm suay n result, collections since the incep-
1ties, rion af the program up to December 1, 1925,
f servy have amounted to $94,89150, no part of
208t SuEl Chiek i allowed for administration of the
Fumd, such costs bemng borne from the Gep-
orty a eral fund of La Societe,
work “ #During the administration of National
1 aqd Commander James A Drain and before
of iy fands from the Legion Endowment Fund
In mg wers svailable, the Forty and Eight turned
has 3 over to The American Legion the sum of
the Ly #25,000 to be used for maintaining orphans
the, ]g the then existing Childrens’ Billets and
"Es' tpt for emergency relief,
I:iron; =*yring 1826. the Forty and Eight made
s on uo contribotion towarr:! the child welfare
b that programt of The American Legion. How-
s o ever, at the Promenade Nationale in Phila-
of delphia in Oectober, 1928, provision wag
3 et made whereby the Forty and Eight placed
in the hands of the National Treasurer a
Depa revolving fund in the_sum of $2,000 to be
b Adj ured for emergency aid and relief, special
Decess provision being made that no part of gaid
ey nd war fo be used for administration
rinc Lts The expenditure from the revolving
- and was replaced monthly and the sum of
te o $19.580 was 50 used during the year of 1927
¥ on " “At the Paris Promenade Nationale, it
rting wag veted by the Promenade to continue
ould the assigtance to The Legion, but a plan
was ovolved whereby all expenditures were
out Made upon checke signed by the Corres-
iy af8 pondant National. Checks made out to the.
‘Ol ndividuals securing aid are suppiied the
an 488 Child ‘Welfare Division of The American
to B8 Legton monthly, upon recommendation of
* seidl the Director of the Child Welfare Division
Vei Durmg the year just closed, the sum of
$15,171 has been so expended, making a
lepa; total contribution to The American Legion
Legi of 350 751, During the year, the Forty
Eiweht ##4 Eight also expended the sum of $1,000
el by making g contribution to the building
e Foo fund of the Shrine Hoespital for Crippled
t neny Children Chieago, as an evidence of appre-

tlation of the splendid cooperation and as-
slstance rendered by this hospital in car-
Ing for crippled wards of The American
Legion. The Foity and Eight, also, during
the sga; contitbuted $2,5600 to the Depart-
Ment of Louisiana, The American Legion,
for ihe burpose of continuing the soup
kiteheng maintained by the Department in
S0blying one hot meal a day to upward of
ome thousand five hundred school children in

three of the flood devastated parishes of
the stqte.

“The Promenade Nationale at San An
ion10 voted to continue the present policy
°f rendering home aid and relief through

€ Child Welfare Division and further au-

Orized the Chef de Chemin de Fer and
“&0lrespondant National, upoen request by
' the Nutiony] Child Welture Committee of
The American Legiun, to assist the Legion,
I any emergency that may arise in the fu-
. tuve, by making such expenditures within
' the lunits of gur income as are requested.

“The Children’s Welfare Fund of Lg
Societe is 1n a healthy condition, we hay-
mg investments in U. 8. Treasury 4s and
4th Liberty Loan Bonds totaling $32.600,
and enough cash on hand to take care of
our share of the emergency aid and relief
to be supplied during the coming year "

The year's activities in La Societe were
estensive. Membership in La Societe re-
mained stationery, but it was certified to
the office of the Correspondant National
that on September 14; 1929, a total new
membership for the American Legion of
16,544 had heen obtzined by voyageurs The
membership of La Societe stood at 83,868
on August 31, 1929, ag against 34,944 the
same date previous in 1928,

Howsver a Grande Voiturs had been es-
tablished n South Caroling and twenty
voitures Locaux were established during
the year. The annual reports showed that
there weve seventy-fiva delinguent voitures
at that time, which accounted for the de-
creased membership.

The Tenth Promenade N atlonale was held
at Lowmsville, Kentucky, September 30 to
October 3, 1929. The roll call showed 1i00
delegates aceredited and an equal number
of alternates And here again the smock
and chapeau of the Forty and Eighter was
much in evidence. Here too, & provost
guard of sturdy voyageurs aided the local
authorities in dispersing the inewitgble con-
vention riff-raff angd mamntaining order.

The Promenade National devoted much
serious discussion to the problems of La
Sociate

National Commander McNutt. ir, his re-
port . to the national! convention of The
American Legion paid his tribute to the
worl: of La Societe during his administra-
tion when he gaid:

“The Society of the 40 and 8 has con-
tinued to work in harmonv with the pro-
gram of The American Legion I: has given
material a1d to the Americanism Commis-
sion, especially to the Jumor baseball pro-
gram. It has eontributed $18,960 .64 tor ihe

a lot of hard eash.

baseball program. The Pennaylvania Vovageurs did gome heavy hitting in
Junter Baseball this year, contributing many hours of serviee as well as
The Little fellow on ihe lett ig Vovageur John €.

Becker, Secretary of the Baseball Committee of the Grande Voiture of
Pennsylvania, while at the right stands Vovagenr Thomas V. Reddington,
Chairman of the committes,

care of children in their own homes through
the Legion’s National Child Welfare Dini-
sion. It has made a fine contribution to
the good fellowship and enthnsiasm of the
members of - pur organization.”

At this promenade the delegates made the
decision to shorten the annual business
meetings, so as to afford the vovagenrs a
greater opportunity to participate 1n the
general American Legion activities inei.
dent to a national convention. Likewise
their debate demonstrated that there was a
deepening and spreading appreciation in
the ranks of La Societe’s membership that
greater and special service should be ren-
dered to the development of the American
Legion’s annual national program. Here
also the ritual was altered in several re-
spects and constitutional changes author-
tied which strengthened the position of the
local units of La Societe,

The Veiture Nationale brize for bringing
in the largest namber of new members to
the American Legion was won by the
Grande Voiture of New York with 2782 new
members, The voiture nationale individual
trophy for membership recruiting was won
by vovageuy Gorege 5. McCarty of Voiture
Locale, 565, Prescott, Arizona, who 1indi-
vidually obtained 455 new membersy

For the third suecessive rear Volture
Locale 220 of the Chieago, Ilhnois, cairied
off the Charles 4. Mills Trophy. Thig time
the award was made prineipally upon twe
new projects instituted by the voiture, one
fnancing and operating a summer camp for
boys, and the other the erection and main-
tenance of a log ramp fox free use of all
American Legion posts

E. Snapper Ingram of Los Angeles, Cali-
torma, was elected Chef de Chemmn de Fer.
Previougly “Snapper” had been a Sous Chef
de Chemin de Fer and during the year Just
closing had served as Conducteur National

The Sous Chefs de Chemin de Fer elected
were:  William H Yeager, Girard, Pa.;
Talmage Smith, Grand Island, Nebraska,
Austin S. Imirie, Washington. D. G ; Dawnd

-
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Levy, Cincinnati, Ohic, Ralph E. McNeely,
Fowler, Indiana, and Dr, William H Ham-
Iey of Lake Providence, La.

N Carl Neilsen of Gig Harbor, Wushing-
con, was unoppnsed for re-election as Com-
missaire Intendant National.

Harrv Freeman of Boston was elected as
Conducteur National

Paul J MeGahan, of Washington, D. C.,
the Piemier Historien National, was re-
elected for the eighth time as Historiem
National

Rev. J Monroe Stick, of Baltimore, Md.,
who had been Grand Chet de Gare for
Maryland, was elected Aumomer National

Mel D. Long of Rutherford, N. J, was
slected as Drapean National

The Gardes de la Porte Nationale elected
were Neil R. Fitch of Payette, Idaho, and
Harvev A Barnaid of Rock Valley, Iowa

Charles W, Ardery of Indianapolls, who
has been Correapondani National for sev-
eral vears was confirmed for another term
in that office And Leonard S. Coyne of
Defroit, Michigan, became the Avocat
National

Voyageur 0. L. Bodenhamer of Arkan-
sas, who was elected National Commande»
of The Americer Legion at the Lonizwille
convention, addressed the hnal sewsion of
the Promenade Mational. In the course of
that address he saud: 1

“] -was very murh impressed with the
opening ceremony as pronounced jJust a
moment ago, and I am very frank to say
that 1f this organization lives true to the
purpose for which it was organized you will
continue to rendexr SERVICE 1n the tuture
as vou have rxendered 1t 1n the past.

“As I know the 40 and 8, 1t is composed
of those men, or should be, who have dis-
tingnmighed themselver in Legion service
‘You are selected because of the fact that
you had dore something for The American
Legion and for the program io which it is
dedicated. If the men 1n this organization
live itrue to ihe prineciples for which the 40
and 8 was founded, then the Legion will ai-
ways find 1ts leader 1n thiz group

“I cherish the hope that during the com-

ing year the members of your organization
will contribute 1In membership and in worth-
while service, that real and unselfish pro-
gram of which you are capable.

“] extend to wou now the greetings of
the national organization and request the
co-nperailon and unselfish service during
the coming year which we so much desire,”

The Ameriean Legion under Commander
Bodenhamer set out to exceed its previous
high membership record, and 'n recognition
of the excellent work that had been dome
in previous years by the members of La
Societe, National Commander Bodenhamer
sought the aid of the Forty and Eight re-
peatedly in his membership campalgn. . On
one occasion in the Qectober bulletin in a
special message he declared in part

“A3 a member of La Soclete des 40
Hommes et 8 Chevaux, knowing intimately
its loyalty to the fundamental 1ideals of
Legiomigm and 1ts profound understanding
of Legion problems, I have the deepest
confidence in the results of this, my first
message to my tellow voyageurs, and I am
very grateful for this opportumnity of ad-
dressing you through the courtesy of Le
Quartier General de Ia Voiture Nationale,

“Bvery fighting orgamization has an ad-
vanee guard. In the army 1t is the cavalry
of old or the air force In the navy it 1s
the “flying squadron” of old, or the scouts
of the sea and air. In the Legion 1t should
be the ‘Forty and Eight'

“Our battle at this time 15 membership,
a strengthening of our organization in
greparation for the spiendid program ahich
the National Convention has provided for
us this Legion vear 1829-1930.

“The convention has changed the meeting
date of the National Executive Committee
from Januery to November. It will meet
Nov. 14 and 15 this year. Likewise the
conference of Department Adjutants and
Commanders at National Headguarters has
been moved up to Nov. 18 to 20, mclusive.
This .is a nprogressive move and its benefits
will be shown in the results at the end of
the vear. It means we have about twa

months' start over preceding vears m some
very important activities.

It means, first

de Fer.

John P. *"Chick” Conmy covered a lot of territory during hig vear as Chef de Chemin

Here he is about to hop by plane during one of his official tours.

the roll from left to right we have Frnest J.Meyer, Grand Chef de Gare Passe of

Nebraska, Talmage Smith, Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer who was then Nebraska's

Grand Chef de Gare; Chef Conmy, and Walter W. Smith, Commis Voyageur of Voi-
ture 186, a brother of Hous Chef Emith,

Calling

of all, that we must get our advance, 193
membership work sc well out of the wa
that the decks will be cleared for inten
concentration on our program of constrlé
tive endeavors. ]

“The Legion needs your cooperation n
thiz early membership effort. I am conf
dent you will plunge into it with all you
heart, for if there ever was a time whe
the Legion had a chance to continue 1t
steady advance in membership which start
ed 1n 1926, it is now.

Will each and everr one of you mak

this membership campaign an mdividug
" obligation 1 order that when the close (i

American Legion Week arrives we will hay
& total of ai least 4b per cent of the quotq'
assigned to the various Departments? |
will consider it a personal tavor, ag well 8
a loyal and needed effort for the Legion .

This wag an appeal “right up the aIleﬂ
of the Forty and Eight, to usc 4 colloquy
expression. 1

Membership. More and better membgl
ship., Early membership. And the makin
of an mmpression upon the nation’s lawmak
ers at Washington that The Amens
Legion was an orgamzation ithat mes,
what it said.

The Lousville convention had laid dog
an ambitious program. Commander Bodéi
hamer needed the weight of the argums
to help him win for the disabled forng
service men and women those benefits thl
can only be obtained through legislation,

The Forty and Eight turned in, Itz me
bers went to work. In every departmil
Forty and Eighters were on the memby
ship committees. Early in the year 1
specttve Departments -of The Amerie
Legion began to exceed their previous mel
bership records, with the consequence i
when 1930 was haif over the national
ganization had to its credit its largest i
up membersrhip in its history.

A membership statement from the N
tional Headquarters ot The American I
ion on August 22, 1930, showed that twi
ty-one Departments of the American li
ion had the largest memberships in tii
history. Twenty-four other Departmdil
had records surpassing their 1929 memi:
ship and their 1930 quotas in the matiwifif
membership contest. Three other depil
ments had attained their 19230 quotas. Fi
otlier Departments had memberships Ml
erceeded their 1929 memberships but £
short ot their quotas for 1930 by a i
hundred members and The Ameiit
Legion was reported a® having a paid
membership of 871.589.

National Commander Bodenhamer. 111
letter to Grand Chefs de Gare and G1:
Correspondants, expressed his appreciatl
for the work which the Forty and Fijif
had done this year to increase the strenl!
of the Legion and his hopes for a cotl#
ponding increase in the strength of '
Forty and Eight. He urged the Grand TS
cers to do everything possible to givé ©
Forty and Eight the largest membersihg
its history in 1930. His letter stated’

“I know hew hard Ardery has been wé
ing for the Legion this year I know &5
interested Snapper Ingram has beea &
know something of the contribution W&&|
you and your co-workers have made towal,
Legon membership L4

“Now the question comes as to whai %
be the showing of the Forty and Eight !
this year. The membership of the Fol




ix more today than it was on the
':::mgci!::tl:st year. This proves that serv-
im bakalf of the Legion will react to the
it of the Forty and Eight. - ! }
= regardless of this reaction, I wan
T :::e tgns little appeal in hehalf of In-
gram and Ardery, and ask that you and
eo-workers do everything possible to
,mﬂum the largest membership that the
g;:w and Eight has ever had. 'I"hey de-
;2ve to have thie-large membership They
:l:serte the best that you cap give them in
iha Wt of service. I hope that you will
aot o to give them a big mer‘nberbhlp :Efom
yrp pfate wichin the next thirty days.

40 and 8 Goes Forward

(Continued from page 15)

ing possible any accomplish-

2:2; r::ksuicess that may have been

achieved.

4s all, no doubt are aware, for the
sake of closer contact and for the bet-
ter administration of its affairs, La

Reciete was divided into seven Areas,

with & Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer

xeaigned tu six of these and the Chet
de Chernin de Fer being assigned the
wventh. In the opinion of the Chef de
i*hemin de Fer the Area plan of ad-
mmnistering the affairs of La Suciete 1s

“.very excellent one but he 15 also of

opinion, owing to the amount of
work that the Chet de Chemin de Fer
hay to attend to, in the performance of
his duttes throughout La Societe, that
all of the Areas should be assigned to
the Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer and
that the Chef de Chemin de Fex be left
without this added incumbrance in
nrder that he may devote all of his time
to the affairs of La Societe as a whole.
Heing a sincere believer in placing
eredit where credit 1s due, I attribute
largely to the Sous Chefs de Chemin
de. Fer the credit for a large portion of
any- good that might have been accom-
plithed in La Soeete during this
vegime. Therefore, to William (Bill)

Yeager, Talmadge (Tal) Smith, Austin

{Aus) TImirie, David (Dave) Levy,
Balph (Pete) McNeely, and William

{Doc) Hamley, I owe sincere personal

{*hanks and I am deeply grateful, for
& themr every effort and the cooperation
tnd support given me, by each Sous
Chef de hemn de Fer and I am hon-
wred, privileged and much pleased, at
lemng permitted o thank them for my-
elf, and for Ly Societe, through this
nedinm.

To all temaining officers of Voiture
ationale, may I address them by the
ame token and express to them, the

i & smcere feeling of thanks and

F‘htude a& heretofore expressed in

18 repoxt
VO.V'ageurs, I bave now reached the

fP°mt m my report wheve I feel that I
‘L‘ha"e_ Just about taxed your patience
ybnd induigence to the fullest, this how-

ever is mot my intention nor wish, so
with this thought in mind I will bring
this message to a cloge. In doing so I
want to again impress npon the minds
of all the members of La Societe the
duty and. obligation we owe to The
American Legion, and that it 1s a privi-
lege and an honor to be able to serve
and to aid and support The American
Legion in accomplishing and succeed-
mg in its moat worthy and laudable
program.

I am happy in the thought and reali-
zation that La Societe iy functioning
and justifying its existence, even in the
eyes of some of the most skeptical and
to all, each and every Voyageur, be-
longs the ecredit =

Finally, and in conclusion, permit me
to again extend to each Voyageur and
his loved ones, my sincere personal re-
gards and every good wish and in say-
ing Adieu, to offer my supplications to
the Supreme Chef de Chemin de Fer of
the Universe in that Voiture Celestial
above, and invoke Him to shower upon
each member of La Societe and his loved
ones, a bountiful store of his many bles-
smgs.  And further, tv guide the af-
fairs and destinies of both The Ameri-
can Legion and La Societe along the
paths of Accomplishment and Pros-
perily toward that Ultimate Goal, the
Realization of a Supreme Achievement
and a Real Work Well Done. And fur-
ther, and above all, to hupe and pray
tor the preservation of the high ideals
of La Societe and The American Legion
and for the continued Untiring, Loyal,
Unselfish. Serviee of the Members of
both The American Legion and La So-
clete. For God, For Country, For Qur
Disabled Buddies, For Our Orphans,
For Qur Comrades and For Our Fel-
lowman.

To those who will sueceed in author-
ity as officials and in charge of the
administration of the affairs and the
moulding' of the future of La Societe,
I wish them every possible success and
accomplishment, to ¢he glory and eredit
of La Societe and The American
Legion.

Voyageurs all, I bid you Adieu

Most sincerely and traternally,
E. SNAPPER INGRAM,
Chef de Chemin de Fer,

Knew Conditions

Pagserbr—What would your mother say,
little boy, if she could hear you swear like
that?

Boy—=S8he’d be tickled to death if she
eould hear it.

Passerby—How can you lie like that?
Boy—That’s no lie. She’s stone deaf.

Sure Thing
“Dear Romeo,” wrote the ardent Minerva,
to her steady, “don’t faule to come over
Sunday.”
Without a moment’s delay, Romnro wrote
in a large, bold hand. “Dearest Min., there
is no such word as fale.”

Pershing at the Front

The General eame in a new tin hat

To the shell-torn front where the war
was al;

With a faithful Aide at his right hand

He made his way toward No Man's
Land,

And a tough Top Sergeant there they
found,

And a Captain, too, to show them round.

Threading the ditch, their heads bent
low, ) '

Toward the lines of the watehful foe,

They came through the murk and the
bowder stench,

Till the Sergeant whispered, “Third-
hne, trench!”

And the Captain whispered, “Third-
line trench!™

And the Aide repeated, *‘Third-line
trench!”

And Pershing answered — not in
French—

“Yes, I see 1t. Third-line trench.”

Again they marched with wary tread,

Following on where the Sergeant led,

Through the wet, and the muck as well,

Till they came fo another parallel.

They halted there 1n mud and drench,

And the Sergeant whispered, “Second-
line trench!"

And the Captain whispered “Second-
line trench!™

And the Aide repeated, “Second-line
trench!”

And Pershing nodded:
trench!”

Yet on they went through mire like
pitch,

Till they eame to a fine and spacious
diteh,

Well camouflaged from plans and Zeps,

Where soldiers stood on firing steps

And a Major sat on a wooden bench ;

And the Sergeant whispered, “First-
line trenchi” .

And the Captain whispered, “First-
line crench!”

And the Aide repeated. “Pirst-line
trench !

And Pershmg whispered, “Yes, I see.

How far off 13 the enemy?”

And the faithful Aide asked, asked he,

"How far off is the enemy?"

And the Captain breathed in a softer
key,

“How far off is the eneiny?”

The silence lay in heaps and piles

As the Sergeant whispered, “Just three
miles ”

And the Captain whispered, “Just three
miles.”

And the Aide repeated, “Just three
miles ”

“Just three miles!” ;he General swore,
“What in hell are we whisperimg for?”
And the faithfyl Aide the message bore,
“What in hell are we whispering for?”
And the Captain said in a gentle roar,
“What m hell are we whispering fox?”’
“Whispering for?” the echo rolled ;
And the Sergeant whispered, "I have
a cold.” —Arthur Guiterman.

“Second-line
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